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Good afternoon.  My name is Rush Marburg, and I’m the Cultural Affairs Officer at the US Consulate, Lagos.  It’s my pleasure to be here today in Abeokuta, to celebrate the life and times of Dr. Ralph Johnson Bunche.

I would like to thank our hosts and event collaborators, the Southwest Resource Center, for having us here today.   This event would not be possible without your benevolence.  This room, and the support materials you see, were provided thanks to the SRC.  Please join me in a round of applause for our hosts.

Before proceeding, allow me to also Mr. Tunde Kuku, Center Director and Mr. Ayo Oshodi, whose efforts on behalf of the SRC ensured our trip here became a reality. 

I’m delighted to be here, with all of you, for our commemoration of Dr. Ralph Johnson Bunche’s legacy.  This is the last in a series of events that we held in 2003-2004, celebrating the Centenary Commemoration of Dr. Buche’s birth.  

Our program today should be highly informative and enjoyable for each of you.  

Following me, the Public Affairs Officer of the U.S. Consulate General, Ms. Atim Eneida George, will offer her thoughts on this special occasion. 

After that, we’ll share a special tribute Power Point presentation with you, run a 45-minute documentary about Dr. Bunche, and hold a question and answer session.  And, of course, we’ll have an opportunity at the end to mix and mingle and enjoy refreshments at the ending reception – and view the colorful artwork on display today crafted by students from the Anthill Creative Arts group.

A pioneer for so many causes, his career was distinguished by his rise from poverty to become the first ever person of color to win the Nobel Peace Price.  His work in conflict resolution, which helped secure the Armistice between Israel and four of her Arab neighbors, put Dr. Bunche on the path of being a true American legend.

Dr. Bunche, as we all now, was the first and only American to hold the distinguished title of Undersecretary General of the United Nations.  During his career, he witnessed the advent of international peacekeeping missions, de-colonization, the growth and successful push for Civil Rights in the United States, as well as progress in human rights initiatives on the international level. 

Dr. Bunche had a keen interest in Africa, and worked assiduously to help those nations emerging from the repressive shadow of colonialism, find their rightful place at the international table of nations. His assignments in Africa were difficult – most notably his work in the Congo following Independence…but he never lost faith in the ability of nation’s to find, and achieve, sovereignty and freedom.

Throughout the world, Dr. Buche’s legacy is being remembered this year by US Missions, large and small.   As a Diplomat, he remains a role model for all of us who proudly serve our country.  As a citizen of the world, his footprint on modern history will remain for generations to come.

It is now my privilege to introduce ATIM ENEIDA GEORGE, Public Affairs Officer for the U.S. Consulate in Lagos.

Atim is in her second year of a 3-year tour of duty in Lagos, and has already transformed the Public Affairs Section into an active, thriving center for cultural, educational and social partnerships since her arrival.  She is the cornerstone for the U.S. Mission’s public face in Lagos, and serves as the senior public affairs officer for the U.S. Consulate General, Lagos. 

Under her leadership, this Bunche tribute has visited Enugu, Ibadan, Lagos and now – Abeokuta. 

Atim’s general message to all Nigerians has garnered public recognition throughout Nigeria.  During her travels to Enugu, Abeokuta, Ibadan, Jos, Abuja, Port Harcourt and Warri, Atim’s clarion call to “wake up Nigeria” has been heard loud and clear.  

Atim has over 20 years of experience in international affairs in the areas of administration, public affairs, human rights and the environment.  She’s served in Mexico, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, South Africa, and Washington, DC.  She’s a true visionary leader, and we’re very fortunate to have her with us here today. 

Ladies and gentleman, please join me in a warm round of applause for Atim Eneida George.

Thank you again for coming. 
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