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 Overview

The Education for Development and Democracy Initiative (EDDI) was launched in 1998 as a U.S. commitment to strengthen African educational systems; to provide access to education and technology; to promote greater citizen involvement in governance; and to facilitate Africa’s integration into the world community of free market democracies. EDDI operates through a U.S. Government inter-agency working group that includes the State Department, Departments of Education and Agriculture, the Agency for International Development (USAID) and Peace Corps, and reports directly to the National Security Council.  In 1999, the U.S. designated Nigeria as one of the four focus countries in the world, and funds were allocated to support several programs in Nigeria, which are overseen by the U.S. Mission and summarized below. 

Community Resource Center.  The Community Resource Center (CRC) project builds into existing institutions, because EDDI partners with organizations closely connected to their communities. Six internet-based Centers, one in each of Nigeria’s geo-political zones, will be commissioned.  They are multifaceted, equipped with up-to-date hardware, software, networks and access to the Internet.  The multi-purpose CRCs help bring the benefits of modern information technologies to a broad spectrum of educational activities. They provide the surrounding communities with access to education, training, skills development and technology.  They can also serve as focal points for community-sponsored activities in such vital areas as HIV/AIDS education, adult literacy programs, business development, local governance and civic education and women’s advocacy programs.  All of the CRCs have special facilities for the physically disabled.  One CRC is already open to the public, with the remaining five at various stages of installation and expected to be opened in the very near future         

Ambassador’s Girls Scholarship Program.   With assistance to all of the six geo-political zones of Nigeria, this fund assists the most disadvantaged girls, particularly those who are handicapped or orphaned by AIDS.  The scholarships pay school fees and other costs related to the education of the recipients, and are be complemented by a mentoring program to provide encouragement and life skills training to the girls.  Girls scholarship programs are being launched in 12 of Nigeria’s 36 states. 

Public Affairs Section programs.  The Public Affairs Section of the Embassy manages four grant programs which complement their core activities.  The Fund for Civic Education in Nigeria (FCEN) provides grants to develop civic education curriculum.  The Nigerian-American Information Initiative (NAII) assists the Nigerian government and non-governmental organizations, the National Assembly, and the universities to develop information and internet models.  The University Innovation Initiative Fund (UIIF) provides grants on a matching-fund basis to universities to undertake administrative or curricular reform.  The Industrial Relations Partnership Initiative supports an exchange and partnership between Nigerian and American education institutions focused on industrial relations. 

Literacy Enhancement Assistance Program.  EDDI provides one component of the Literacy Enhancement Assistance Program (LEAP) implemented by USAID, by supporting in-service training of teachers in literacy and numeracy using interactive radio instruction.  Quranic girls’ schools are a special focus of the program, in an effort to enhance Muslim girls’ access to quality education.  LEAP engages community groups in order to increase their participation in primary education.

School-to-School Partnerships.  The partnership supports exchanges between students and educators in Africa and the United States, specifically a secondary school in the north-eastern Nigeria state of Borno and one in Washington state.  The schools share information on a variety of subjects including classroom instruction, curriculum reform and the role of technology in the learning process.
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